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Dr. W. A. Anderson leave of absence for one year, i
they having offered their services to the War
Office, and to keep their positions open for them.
As a result the out-patient department will be

open only three days a week.

LUNACY IN EGYPT.
THE FINAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1914.

RECENTLY we reviewed the delayed reports of :
1912 and 19131 dealing with lunacy in Egypt, and i
now we have the final report of 1914 before us. As 7
in Dr. J. Warnock’s previous reports, we get a most (

complete history of the work carried on. And this 1
has been done under trying conditions, as, owing to ]
the death of Dr. Pearson, deputy superintendent, 1
the administration has been short-handed. There 

‘

is again complaint made that there is not sufficient
.accommodation for the patients, so that many have
to be discharged before they are really mentally 4

stable; hence relapses are frequent, and criminal
acts are done by the unstable convalescents. In
the main building at Abbassia the recent and acute I
cases are received, while at Khanka the more calm
and chronic cases are occupied in agriculture. The I
report is for English readers chiefly interesting
from the special causes of insanity, and for the

medico-legal aspect of the partly cured patients.
Pellagra is a great cause of insanity; in fact, is

given as the chief cause. Of 700 admissions, 132
were suffering from pellagrous insanity, 94 from
hashish, and 40 from alcohol. General paralysis
provided 41 cases. A very interesting table is the one
showing the offences and forms of insanity of the 54
male accused persons, and the forms of insanity of
the 21 male convicted prisoners admitted in 1914. Of
the 54, 12 were suffering from pellagrous insanity,
and 8 from that due to hashish. Of the 75 in whom
there was a history of crime, 10 were pellagrous,
and 6 of the insane from hashish were convicted of
murder or murderous assaults. Every form of
crime is represented by the pellagrous insane, but
violence is the most common. Thirty-eight deaths
were due to pellagra, but others suffering from
tuberculosis had pellagra as well.

Nearly 6 per cent. of the male admissions were
suffering from general paralysis, and 25 of the 125
deaths of male patients were due to the same
disease. There was a slight decrease in the number
of patients suffering from hashish insanity. Con-

sidering the prejudice against post-mortem ex-

aminations, it is interesting to find that 56 were
performed. Dysentery was, as usual, ,nB}>.I’S&bgr;ented,
but was only responsible for nine deaths.
A pathological laboratory has been started, and

as a result a special ward for observation and
treatment of ankylostomiasis was opened. One
hundred and ten patients were recently examined,
and 29 proved to be infected; these were treated
with thymol. No patient succeeded in committing
suicide. A good many accidents occurred, due to
violence in the overcrowded wards.
The report of Dr. H. W. Dudgeon for the Khanka

Asylum is brief, but points to the steady development
of the subsidiary asylum. It is also the model for a

working asylum which is carried out and developing
under rather trying conditions.
The Lunacy Department now being a branch of

the Ministry of the Interior, and having an official
head in Dr. Warnock, time and money alone are

required to make the work very satisfactory as well
.as instructive.

1 THE LANCET, Jan. 30th, 1915, p. 243.

SERVICE MEDICAL OFFICERS AND THE
INCOME-TAX.

THERE are no doubt many medical men on war service
who from one cause or another have not taken up the
question of their income-tax for the past year and are not
acquainted with their rights in regard to any tax that may
have been paid in excess of their true liability. The service
medical officer’s position in regard to the income-tax is,
moreover, of interest to those whose liability, though not
affected for the year 1914-15, will be affected for the current
year owing to the interference with their general practice.
Before dealing with the matter it may be remarked that an
officer who is in doubt as to the manner in which the tax
that he has paid has been arrived at can obtain full

particulars on application to the Surveyor of Taxes in regard
to the private practice, and to the Assessor at the War Office
or Admiralty in regard to official pay and allowances.

Claims for Adjustment.
The tax charged on pay and allowances is, of course,

deducted by the paymaster, but unless the recipient has
taken steps to ensure allowance of any relief due to him the
tax will have been deducted at the full rate. The import-
ance of taking measures to obtain any adjustment that may
be due will be realised from the fact that in the case of earned
incomes it is only where the total income from all sources
exceeded ,f,2500 that the full rate of ls. M. for the past
year was payable ; on smaller incomes there was relief of
8d. in the ;S. where the total income was not more than
E1000, 6d. where not more than .61500, 4d. where not more
than ,f,2000, and 13d, where not more than &2500. In

regard to this type of relief it must be observed
that it is now too late to make any claim unless
the officer filled in a statement of total income
from all sources before Sept. 30th last, either by way
of a specific claim to the earned income rate or in the
ordinary course in making his professional return for the
year 1914-15. The possibility to be guarded against is that,
while relief has been allowed on the professional assessment,
the reduction in the rate has not been extended to the War
Office or Admiralty pay. Forms were issued to enable
officers to make claims or to declare the address from which

they had already claimed, and in cases where these were
duly completed there is little likelihood of overcharge under
this head ; but it is not too late to obtain relief where an
officer, having duly made his statement of total income from
all sources locally, did not notify the War Office or Admiralty.
The original statement will, of course, have proved inaccurate
in the light of subsequent events, but it operates as

a notification of claim, and an amended statement may now
be put in for the purpose of obtaining repayment of any
overcharge.

In this connexion there arises the question of the
amount to be regarded as income from the practice for
the year 1914-15 by those who for part of the year were
engaged on war service. This matter was dealt with by the
second Finance Act of last year. The assessment on the

profits of the practice was originally made on a figure
intended to represent the average profits of the three pre-
ceding years, but a special provision enacts that where
a person has been serving as a member of the military
or naval forces, or in any work abroad of the
British Red Cross Society, St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion, or any other body with similar objects, the assess-

ment shall be reduced to the amount of the actual profits
of the year and repayment of duty made where necessary.
To secure this adjustment it will be necessary to submit to
the Surveyor of Taxes an account of the receipts and expenses
of the practice for the year 1914-15, prepared on the lines
indicated in THE LANCET of April 24th, p. 878, and from
that official may also be obtained the form necessary for any
other repayment that may be due. In cases where the
practitioner usually makes up his accounts to Dec. 31st and
not to March 31st, it will be well to make an adjustment in
order that full effect may be given to any falling off of
receipts after Dec. 31st. This may be done by subtitut’ng
the receipts in the first quarter of 1915 for those in the first
quarter of 1914, and adding to the expenses of the year 1914
a sum representing the extra expense incurred by the employ-
ment of a locum-tenent for the first quarter of 1915. If it be
not convenient to an officer to go fully into the matter at the
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moment, he should write to the surveyor notifying his desire
for any adjustment that may be due to him, to be claimed
when circumstances permit. There will be many cases in
which the profits of the practice for the year, with the
addition of the pay, have amounted to a sum so much less
than the figure originally returned for assessment, that the
total income from all sources, then shown as over one of the
"earned income limits, say .E.1000, has fallen below that
limit, with the result that a new rate of duty will apply.

In determining the amount to be regarded as income from
army pay, it is not necessary to take into account the field
allowances, ration money, or servants’ allowances ; these
seem to be regarded as not subject to income-tax, presumably
on the ground that they are intended to defray expenses
occasioned purely by the exigencies of military life. No

corresponding relief appears, however, to be allowed when a
uniform rate of pay is fixed to cover such allowances. It
will usually be found the most convenient course to inquire
of the assessor precisely what amount has been treated as
subject to income-tax for the year ended April 5th, 1915, as
suggested above.

Other ]f&Ograve;’f"{flS of Relief.
There are other descriptions of relief in respect of which

repayment may be claimed by those to whom they have
not already been allowed-that is to say, the allowance
for life assurance premiums, the abatements of S160,
150, .E120, and 70 on total incomes not exceeding
f.400, .E500, 600, and 700, the deduction of S20
for each child under 16 years of age on April 6th, 1914,
allowed where the total income does not exceed &500,
and the 11 small incomes " relief, amounting for the past year
to 4d. in the .&bgr; on incomes not exceeding k300 and 1’3-d. in
the R on incomes not exceeding .6500. The last-mentioned
form of relief does not apply to income on which the
"earned income" rate has been charged. In all these
cases it is possible to claim repayment at any time within the
next three years, but the preparation of the claim will
involve the least trouble now, when the necessary figures and
papers are readily available. The time-limit of three years
does not apply to applications for adjustment on account of
a falling-off of professional profits or non-allowance of the
" earned income " rate on pay and allowances ; applications
of this nature should be made without delay.
The total income for income-tax purposes of a medical

man who has been engaged on war service during the past
year is computable as follows : the amount of the profits of
his practice (or civil salary, if holding an appointment) for
the year to April 5th (or March 31st) plus his military or
naval pay and those allowances that are treated as subject
to income-tax, pl1lS the amount of any other taxed income
that he or his wife may have. If this total fall below one of
the limits referred to in this article a title has arisen to
one or more of the forms of relief indicated.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

Dr. F. J. Waldo’s Annnal Report.
THE return made annually to the Common Council by the

coroner for the City of London and borough of Southwark
has been issued for 1914, and contains, as usual; interesting
notes and suggestions upon topics arising out of inquests
held by Dr. F. J. Waldo. Some of these relate to cases
which have attracted public attention and might be in

danger of being forgotten if the attention of a body such as
the Common Council were not officially recalled to them,
with the possibility that useful results may some day ensue.
An example is to be found in the death of a newspaper
seller outside Broad-street railway station, who was shot
by a man recently released from a private lunatic asylum.
The patient had been allowed to go on the condition that
relatives took charge of him, and this they had failed to do,
with the result that without any difficulty he bought a gun
licence, a revolver, and cartridges, which he fired in the
street with the fatal result mentioned. In another pistol
case recorded by Dr. Waldo the deadly weapon had been
bought by a boy without any need to comply with the formal
provisions of the Pistols Act, 1903, because its barrel was
more than 9 inches in length. The effect of this dangerous
proviso in creating a trade in weapons quite as deadly as
many of the shorter pistols is well known. An interesting
case referred to in Dr. Waldo’s report, but not one of the kind
which attracts popular attention in reports of inquests, is

that of a butcher named Tarrant, manager of a meat store-
at Mitcham, who died from cutaneous anthrax in Guy’s-
Hospital. At the inquest it came out that a horse and a

slaughterman had also died from anthrax, and that two other
butchers and a clerk were suffering from it, all cases being
most probably connected. The horse belonged to a wharf
company and was kept in stables adjoining a slaughter--
house, from which meat had been brought to the butcher’s
establishment at Mitcham by horses which also belonged to
the wharf company. This meat was handled by Tarrant.
A slaughterman in the Croydon slaughter-house had
died from anthrax in Croydon General Hospital without
any notification of his death reaching the Croydon
coroner. The third butcher referred to was the
son of Tarrant’s employer, and had handled the-
contagious swelling on his neck, and the fourth was in
the same employment but at Croydon, where he obtained.
meat from the same slaughter-house. A rider to the verdict
at this inquest suggested that anthrax should be made com-
pulsorily notifiable to the medical officer of health of the
district in which it occurs, and that all deaths from it should
be reported to the coroner. This no doubt is one of the,

subjects which should be remembered whenever legislation
resumes its natural course, and when time permits of the-
amendment and codification of the law relating to the-

registration of deaths and to the duties of coroners.
Stevens v. British Medical A ssooiation.

The Court of Appeal recently heard and dismissed an
application for judgment or a new trial made by the unsuc-
cessful plaintiff in the action of Stevens v. The British Medical
Association. The action, it will be remembered, was based,
upon criticism of a destructive character directed against
"Stevens’s Consumption Cure" and republished from the-
-BritisA Medical Journal in I I Secret Remedies : What They
Cost and What They Contain." Specific questions were left
to the jury at the trial before Mr. Justice Shearman, and-
upon them judgment was given for the defendants. The-
Court of Appeal now delivered judgment without call-

ing upon counsel for the British Medical Association
to argue, Lord Justice Swinfen Eady saying that.
the question was whether upon the facts truly stated
the comment was fair and such as could reason-

ably be made. The jury had had all the facts laid.
before them and their answers amounted to this, that the-
words complained of were not libellous because they were
fair comment. In his opinion the allegation that the verdict-
was against the weight of evidence could not be supported,
and there had been no misdirection. In his lordship’s
opinion the trial had been very fairly conducted. In an.

earlier portion of his judgment Lord Justice Swinfen Eady
said that it had been already decided that words containing
personal imputations upon the plaintiff might be in law

"fair comment." The British Medical Association and our

contemporary are to be congratulated upon a judgment.
which brings to a satisfactory ending the difficult and*

dangerous litigation involved in cases of this kind.

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.
Fleet Surgeon (retired) W. Hackett to Devonport.

Dockyard.
The undermentioned have been entered as Surgeons for-

temporary service in His Majesty’s Fleet :-Alfred Beuthin,
Danby and Guy Walker Woodhouse (dated May 4th).
The following appointments have been notified :-Tempo-

rary Surgeons: H. L. P. Peregrine and S. W. Toulmin to-
the Victory, additional, for Haslar Hospital; F. A. V.
Denning to the Victory, additional; J. A. Watson to the
Presiderzt, additional, for Eastbourne Aerodrome ; A. B. Danby
to the Vivid, additional, for Plymouth Hospital ; G. W.
Woodhouse to the Pembroke, additional, for Chatham Hos-
pital ; G. W. Pool and J. C. Gillies both to the Victory,.
additional, for Haslar Hospital; C. H. Browne to the
President, additional ; W. B. Cunningham, to the Actceon; ;
R. S. Lawson to the hospital ship Plassy; and G. M. Fraser-
to the Zealandia.

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE.

Temporary Major Cuthbert S. Wallace, from Royal Army-
Medical Corps, to be Colonel (dated April 29th).

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.
William George Kynaston Barnes, late Deputy-Surgeon-

General, Royal Navy, to be temporary Major (dated.
April 16th).


